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Petition for Relief from Competitive Sealed Bidding Requirements
Miss. Code Ann. § 31-7-403 and § 31-7-413
PPRB OPSCR Rules and Regulations Sections 6.3 and 6.8.4

Agency: MDRS

Requested Date for PPRB Approval: May 6, 2026

Procurement Method Requested: RFQ
August 7, 2026 to August 6, 2027

Intended Initial Contract Term:

Intended Renewal Terms Available: 4 optional 1-year renewals

Number of Contracts Intended to be Awarded: 1-2

Anticipated Contract Amount: $275,000 - $1,100,000

The Agency intends to solicit the following service(s) and/or scope of work:

In carrying out the responsibilities of a consulting specialist, the Consultant will provide services including,
but not limited to:

? Determination of the severity of impairments by reviewing and evaluating medical evidence obtained in
conjunction with applications for disability benefits under provisions of the Social Security Act. This
includes written evaluations and completion of specified forms as required by Social Security regulations.
? Review of case records and provide written evaluation of the adequacy of documentation and make
recommendations for further development.

? Review of and signed execution of completed determinations.

? Upon request, assist in rebuttal preparations by providing analysis on relevant medical issues.

? Maintenance of an accuracy rate of 95% or higher.

? Attend, watch, prepare or present, without compensation, up to two (2) hours per month of required
training for SSA and MDRS in program and administrative policy. May also participate in other activities
(excluding case ratings or determination signing) as requested by MDRS Administration including but not
limited to preparation/presentation of training, discussion of program and/or administrative issues, etc.
Participation in excess of two (2) hours will be compensated as described below in Exhibit“ C”

? Make adequate contributions to the medical unit queues by contributing a minimum of 15-20 hours per
week (average of 2 cases per hour) in efforts to assist the agency in maintaining appropriate medical
review timelines in accordance with SSA standards.
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Competitive Sealed Bidding Requirements

As explained below, use of an Invitation for Bids is: [] not practicable
[ ] notadvantageous

@ both

DRS believes that an RFQ would be the most appropriate method to procure these
services. The use of competitive bidding is not practical as the contractors are
compensated on a per case basis at a rate established by MDRS. An RFQ allows the
agency to be able to effectively evaluate each respondent's individualized qualifications
and ability to provide these services beyond the minimum requirements.

MDRS has successfully used the RFQ method in the past for these services and the
agency has been pleased with the statement of qualifications submissions and services
provided by the vendors currently on contract. Furthermore, the agency desires to
award these contracts based on more than price alone. Competitive bidding would be
counterproductive to the business of the agency due to the scope of services requiring
a certain degree of technical and professional expertise. MDRS believes that expertise,
experience and education are overriding factors in providing these services to our
clients.

The Agency intends to use the following Evaluation Factors:

Qualifications (Education and License): Mandatory

? Cost (Price) [40 points]

? Management Phase 1- Interview or Performance Evaluation [30 points]

o Performance evaluations shall only be allowed when an applicant has previously
performed medical or psychological consulting services of this type for the Office of
Disability Determination Services in MDRS.

? Management Phase 2- Education, Work History, and Experience [30 points]
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Is the Agency setting the price? Yes[J] No []
If yes, please provide an explanation:

These rates are set with the assistance of the Social Security Administration and are
based on rates set by similar states within the region.

Are these services currently being provided to the Agency? Yes[O] No[ ]
If yes, who is currently providing the services?

multiple doctors

Agency Representative for PPRB Meeting: L€€ Shirley

The Agency Representative will attend: In Person [C] Remote []

*The option to attend remotely is not available to Agencies located in Hinds, Rankin, or Madison counties.

By signing below, | certify that all information provided herein is true, correct, and
complete to the best of my knowledge.

Signed by:
[Swmmim Murply 3/18/2026

48B04E8CTES34FD

Chief Procurement Officer Date

Chief Procurement Officer Name: Samandra Murphy

601-853-5240 . 4il Address: SMurphy@mdrs.ms.gov

Telephone Number:

7

The PPRB may modify or revoke its approval of the Petition for Relief at any time. The Board'’s
approval must be “reviewed for current applicability from time to time.” Miss. Code Ann. §31-7-
403(4). Therefore, a solicitation cannot be issued from this Petition for Relief if the Board’s
approval occurred more than one year prior to the date the solicitation will be issued.
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